
First Presbyterian Church 
870 West College, Jacksonville, IL 

Bringing Hope: Every Hour, Every Day 
Baccalaureate Sunday          May 17, 2020 

~ WE APPROACH GOD IN PRAISE AND CONFESSION ~ 
RINGING OF THE HOUR 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING             “Rigaudon”         Andre Campra 
CALL TO WORSHIP                Psalm 118 

Leader: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!  
People: Let those who fear the Lord say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”  
Leader: With the Lord on my side I do not fear. What can mortals do to me?  
People: It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to put confidence in mortals.  
Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

 

HYMN #353   “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”              Solid Rock 
1 My hope is built on nothing less 
than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
 

Refrain: 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
all other ground is sinking sand; 
all other ground is sinking sand. 
 

2 When darkness seems to hide his face, 
I rest on his unchanging grace; 
in every high and stormy gale, 
my anchor holds within the veil. (Refrain) 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Sometimes, O God, your ways are a mystery to us. When we cry out in desperation, we 
don’t really expect you to hear our prayers. When we suffer for doing the right thing, it 
just seems like par for the course. When we deny or doubt your presence, forgive us, O 
God. Make your presence known to us, and receive our prayers and praise, as those 
who long to feel your presence. Amen. 

*SILENCE 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

• Look for the livestream video on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
firstpresjax/)  The livestream will begin at 9:45am, and worship will begin at 10:00am. 

• Go to this link on our website http://firstpresjax.org/live/ . 

3 His oath, his covenant, his blood 
support me in the whelming flood; 
when all around my soul gives way, 
he then is all my hope and stay. (Refrain) 
 

4 When he shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in him be found, 
dressed in his righteousness alone, 
faultless to stand before the throne. (Refrain)  
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*GLORIA PATRI                                      Greatorex 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning,   

is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

~ WE HEAR GOD’S WORD ~ 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, O God, and prepare our hearts to accept your word. Silence in 
us any voice but your own, that, hearing, we may also obey your will; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

SCRIPTURE READING: Joshua 1:1, 5b-9  
1After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord spoke to Joshua son of Nun,    
Moses’ assistant, saying, 5b“As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail you or  
forsake you. 6Be strong and courageous; for you shall put this people in possession of the 
land that I swore to their ancestors to give them. 7Only be strong and very courageous,  
being careful to act in accordance with all the law that my servant Moses commanded 
you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, so that you may be successful 
wherever you go. 8This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall   
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to act in accordance with all that 
is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall be        
successful. 9I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”  
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC         “I Will Fear No More”                 The Afters
   Nicholas Hester, Jenny Smith, Ashley Wade, Alice Webster  

Every anxious thought that steals my breath, It's a heavy weight upon my chest. As I lie 
awake and wonder what the future will hold, Help me to remember that You're in control. 
Refrain: You're my courage when I worry in the dead of night, You're my strength 'cause I'm 
not strong enough to win this fight. You are greater than the battle raging in my mind, I 
will trust You Lord, I will fear no more. I will lift my eyes, I will lift my cares, Lay them in 
Your hands, I'll leave them there. When the wind and waves are coming, You shelter me 
Even though I'm in the storm, The storm is not in me. Refrain. No power can come against 
me 'Cause You have overcome No darkness can overwhelm me 'Cause You've already won 
(x2).  Refrain. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING: Joel 2:21-28  
21Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great things! 22Do not fear, 
you animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its 
fruit, the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 23O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in 
the LORD your God; for he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured 
down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. 24The threshing floors 
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shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 25I will repay you for the 
years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my 
great army, which I sent against you. 26You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise 
the name of the Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall 
never again be put to shame. 27You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, 
the Lord, am your God and there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to 
shame.28Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. 

       Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

A TIME WITH CHILDREN             
 

PASTORAL AND HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE REFLECTIONS  
 

GRADUATION LITANY 

Leader: We celebrate the accomplishments of members of our community. 
People: We give blessings to you for all that you have achieved and many more 

achievements yet to come. 
Leader: One part of your life’s journey is complete. May the next phase take you to 

unimaginable places.  
People: As you prepare for your next journey, remember the ones who have loved and 

supported you throughout the years. We give you blessings of good will and love 
as you journey forth into the world.  

Leader: Use those memories as a beacon to guide you on your path. Don’t look back; 
continue only forward, with God’s help. 

People: We pray that God will give you strength and determination to develop new 
relationships that will help to strengthen and sustain your faith.  Go with God! 

 
 

*HYMN #815   “Give to the Winds Thy Fears”    Festal Song 
1 Give to the winds thy fears; 
hope, and be undismayed. 
God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears; 
God shall lift up thy head. 
 

2 Through waves and clouds and storms 
God gently clears the way. 
Wait patiently; so shall this night 
soon end in joyous day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 ~ WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE ~         

CALL TO OFFERING   
 

OFFERTORY     “As the Deer”              Mark Hayes 
  

3 Leave to God’s sovereign sway 
to choose and to command. 
So shalt thou, wondering, own God’s way, 
how wise, how strong God’s hand! 
 

4 Let us in life, in death, 
thy steadfast truth declare, 
and publish with our final breath 
thy love and guardian care.  

Give to the Winds Thy Fears, Walter, William H./ Gerhardt, Paul© 1653, ABC Music Co., All rights reserved. 
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*DOXOLOGY                                               Old Hundredth 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; Praise 
Him above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God of love, you are present in all things. Be present to a hurting world in these gifts. 
Help us use this offering to create a community of love and a place of belonging for all 
people. Help us reach those who seek, and those who fear. Use these gifts to help people 
know the blessings of being your beloved children. 
 

~ THE SENDING ~ 
*HYMN  #686    “God of Our Life”             Sandon 
1 God of our life, through all the circling years, we trust in thee. 
In all the past, through all our hopes and fears, thy hand we see. 
With each new day, when morning lifts the veil,  
we own thy mercies, Lord, which never fail. 
 

2 God of the past, our times are in thy hand. With us abide. 
Lead us by faith to hope's true promised land. Be thou our guide. 
With thee to bless, the darkness shines as light,  
and faith's fair vision changes into sight. 
 

3 God of the coming years, through paths unknown we follow thee. 
When we are strong, Lord, leave us not alone. Our refuge be. 
Be thou for us in life our daily bread, 
our heart's true home when all our years have sped.  

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*RESPONSE                  “God Be With You”                                Randolph 
God be with you till we meet again; by His counsels guide, uphold you, with His sheep     
securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again. 

 

POSTLUDE VOLUNTARY          “You’re Everlasting Love”    Jeff Moody 
 

~ TODAY’S WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS ~ 
 Pastoral Assistant:  John Nelson         Director of Music & Organist: Christine Smith 
 Sound Technician: Steve Holt          Choir Director:  Stephanie Soltermann  
  

At our April session meeting, the session made the decision  
to continue our cancelation of in-person worship and activities  

and will revisit the decision on or before the May 20 session meeting. 
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~ PRAYER REQUESTS ~ 

Megan Clemmons, great-niece of Mable Simmons; Heather Cole, sister of Helen Cole 
Kuhn; Lila Feary, aunt of Alexa Crumley; Larry Ladd; Michael Woods, a colleague at Illinois 
College; Nancy Bradbury; Rachel Flynn, neighbor of the Ladd’s; Tim Olson; Darrel Hittner,  
father of Lisa Wade; Kevin Brodie, friend of many at ISD; Richard Mansell; Shirley Husa;  
 Lee Spencer, Clayton’s father; LaNise Kirk; Bertha Bucy, Mike’s mother; Sue Linde;            
Earl Innes, father of Joy Tiffany; Linda Noble,Barb Bucy’s sister; Lori Oldenettel; Judy Vieira; 
Wilma Walker; Ted and Linda Birdsell; Sam and Sue Scheets; Mona Cody; Karen Ladd;  
Mari and Cornell Kane; Ashley Wade; Nathan Price, great-grandson to Evelyn Mason;  
Billy Hollendonner; Jennifer Bible; Bob Sibert; Sharon Belokas; Herb Hedstrom, friends of 
Lynne Sheaff; Cole and Mary Bowie Henry; John Roegge; John McCombs, Shawn’s 
father;  Heidi and Tyrone Shannon, daughter and son-in-law of Debbie Lair; Dorothy Taylor, 
Diane Hollendonner’s mother; Michael Ladd; Ernie Bucy, Mike’s uncle; Keith Bradbury and 
family and friends at the death of Nancy. Special prayer requests from the congregation: For 
the leaders of our country and the scientists, medical personnel & researchers working 
toward finding a solution to this pandemic. Comfort for the sick, those with coronavirus and 
those staying safe from COVID19; those grieving lost loved ones and friends; those feeling 
lonely and depressed. 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7  

CALENDAR 
TODAY 
9:45 am - Live-Stream begins 
10:00 am - Worship - Baccalaureate Sunday 
11:00 am – Virtual Coffee hour (Immediately following worship) 
11:15 am - Deacons Zoom Meeting 
MONDAY 
12:00 pm - Endowment Zoom Meeting 
5:00 pm - Care Team Zoom Meeting 
TUESDAY 
5:30 pm - Day Care Board Zoom Meeting 
7:30 pm – Zoom Youth Group 
WEDNESDAY 
7:00 pm - Session Zoom Meeting 
NEXT SUNDAY 
9:45 am - Live-Stream begins 
10:00 am - Worship  
11:00 am – Virtual Coffee hour (Immediately following worship) 
Monday, May 25, The office will be closed to observe Memorial Day. 

 

UPCOMING SERVICE 
Sunday, May 31, 10:00 am – Pentecost 



PRAY FOR OUR LEADERS As Deacons and Elders meet this upcoming week, please pray for our 
leaders. While our United States Constitution borrows much of its governance from the    
Presbyterian Church, it does not begin in the same way. The Presbyterian Constitution           
reminds us that “Jesus Christ is Head of the Church” (F-1.02), instead of being governed by 
"The People.” There is bound to be a variety of   opinions in resuming public worship, but the 
voice we must pray our elders hear is not of the people but rather Jesus Christ, who is the 
Head of the Church. Please continue to pray they seek God’s will for our congregation and 
that everyone will be understanding of their decision. Sometimes, Christ calls us to do difficult 
things (not always what I desire or want). Yet, we can be grateful that we do not have to do 
these difficult things alone – for we have a merciful and loving God, and a wonderful church 
family to help us through all things. 
 

UPDATE: PRE-CHURCH PHOTO SLIDE SHOW – Between now and SATURDAY morning, please e
-mail a current, in-quarantine picture of yourself and your family gathered where you all    
normally meet on Sunday morning to worship while in your home. Include your full name, and 
the names of everyone in the picture. When sending, please only send to this one address: 
astare64@gmail.com so no mix-ups occur. Unfortunately, when they are sent to several   
different ways, items can get overlooked. When sending, make sure your picture is: BIG - Keep 
your phone setting on "high quality", LANDSCAPE - Wider than it is tall...like a TV screen, JPG 
or PNG - Phone settings...you're probably fine, APPROVED - Make sure everyone in the picture 
is okay with sharing their picture. We will edit the pictures into a special slide show that will 
start at 9:45 am and run until worship starts.  
 

SUNDAY VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR – Immediately following worship on Sunday, we invite    
everyone to share virtual coffee and donuts via zoom video conference. Join by clicking the 
link below and follow instructions to open meeting, or by calling the telephone number.  
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/288470660?pwd%
3DTFFzM2ErakVBSEdMamQ2aVM5aH-
ZYUT09&sa=D&ust=1586202337093000&usg=AOvVaw3sEG2wsMOzUA-yHp4HBGtq             
Call 312-626-6799, enter meeting ID and Password below: 
Meeting ID: 288 470 660 Password: 017724 
 

JOIN OUR NEW FACEBOOK GROUP - PRESBYTERIANS WITH PURPOSE - This group page is for 
you … and any and all who want or need to connect with others during these times of chal-
lenges and questions. CLICK HERE to go to the Facebook Group (https://www.facebook.com/
groups/221761382271153/).  
 

GIVING TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN - Don’t forget you can always give to support the mission 
and ministry of FPC, even if you are not physically in worship by mailing your check to First 
Presbyterian Church, 870 W. College Ave. Jacksonville, IL 62650, or by setting up “Bill Pay” 
with your financial institution (if account number is needed use 870-870-870).  
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EASTER MISSION CHALLENGE: 
• Support our Jacksonville Area Community Food Center by donating food and medical    

supplies or giving funds (see below). 
• Spread Christ’s hope to neighbors, friends and others by: drawing/coloring with sidewalk 

chalk, sending hand-written notes, calling and praying this Easter season (until May 31). 
DONATE FOOD, TOILETRIES AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES - Curbside service is provided. Please 
stay in your car when you arrive. Location: Jacksonville Area Community Food Center at 316 
E. State Street, Jacksonville, IL 62650. Hours: Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. 
Suggested food/toiletries include: Juice/Gatorade, Canned meats, fruits, beans, vegetables 
and soups, Ramen noodles, Peanut butter, Cake/brownie/muffin mixes, JELL-O or Pudding, 
Boxed potato and pasta sides, Breakfast foods (oatmeal, cereal, pancake mix and syrup), 
Crackers, Rice and beans, Flour and sugar, Sliced bread, Dry soup beans, Instant milk,        
Margarine, Sliced cheese, Toilet paper, Individual bar soap, Laundry soap. 
Medical Supplies Include: Boxed, unused N95 masks, Boxed, unused surgical type 
masks (procedural masks), Wrapped or boxed vinyl gloves (no powder), Clean, unused gowns, 
Clean, handmade masks, Hand sanitizer, Bleach wipes, Alcohol wipes.  
 

MORE WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
• Listen to the sermons: Google Podcast | Apple Podcast | Spotify (recorded and available    

later. Click the links or go to our website to listen www. firstpresjax.org) 
• If you are still unable to worship with us with any of these options, please call the office at 

(217-245-4189) and we will send you a printed bulletin, sermon and/or CD. 

 May Birthdays 
Bob Randall    1 

Ben Hollendonner   2 

Jeanine Bohan   3 

Penny Leonhard   3 

Riley Hickox    4 

Liz Hollendonner   4 

Janet Smith    4 

Billy Hollendonner   5 

Julia Rowe    8 

Andy Applebee    10 

Aimee Veith    10 

Suzanne Caldwell-Jacques 12 

Lucy Deal    12 

Harold Parlier   13 

Jessica Dobson   15 

Andi McCombs   16 

Ethan Murphy   16 

Diane Duewer   19 

Phyllis Dobbins  21 

Kristen Reed  21 

Aaron Scott   22 

Austin Davy   23 

Sam Lockman  23 

Cora Reed       23 

Rebecca Spencer  23 

Melanie Davy  24 

Steve Murphy  24 

Brandon Reed  27 

Lydia Warren  27 

Becky Werries  27 

Charlie Guidish  28 

Terry Jones   28 

Mary Cully   29 

Jodi Heitbrink  29 

Claire Olson   29 

Merle Fox   30 

Kay Kafer  30 

Clara Braucht 31 

Mae Gibson  31 

Amy Wemhoener 31 

https://podcasts.google.com/?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5idXp6c3Byb3V0LmNvbS83MTkwNjEucnNz
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/first-love-podcast-with-rev-jonathan-warren/id1489647575
https://open.spotify.com/show/3PUGoUdPGIFYPKyP80TIsB


Congratulations 2020  
 High School and College  

Graduates  

McKenna Flaggler is the daughter of  Patrick and Cheryl Kelly, and Andrew 

Flagler. She graduated from Jacksonville High School and will attend Texas A&M 
International where she will play volleyball and plans to major in Communications & 
Media Production.  
 

Will Gibson is the son of  Cathy and Bill Gibson. He graduated from Jacksonville 

High School and will attend Truman State University and plans to major in Computer 
Science with a minor in Biology or Forensic Science. 
 

Nick Hester is the son of  Bob and Julie Hester. He graduated from Jacksonville 

High School and will attend the University of  Illinois in Champaign.   
 

Carter Lockman is the son of  Julie Rowe. He graduated from Jacksonville High 

School and will attend Illinois College where he will play football and plans to major 
in Psychology.  
 

Carlos Rubin de Celis is the son of  David and Alison Rubin de Celis. He 

graduated from Jacksonville High School and will attend Purdue University in West 
Lafayette, Indiana and plans to major in Neuroscience. 
 

Jenny Smith is the daughter of  Brad and Christine Smith. She graduated from 

Jacksonville High School and will attend North Central College in Naperville and 
plans to study Secondary Education.  
 

Christian Soltermann is the son of  Jeffrey and Stephanie Soltermann. He 

graduated from Jacksonville High School and will attend Illinois State University in 
Bloomington as an Actuarial Science major. 
 

Ashley Wade is the daughter of  Steve and Lisa Wade. She graduated from 

Jacksonville High School and will attend Southern Illinois University in Carbondale 
and plans to study Physiology, Pre-Med. She wants to be a Pediatrician. 
 

Alice Webster is the daughter of  Marilyn and Andy Webster. She 

graduated from Jacksonville High School and will attend the University of  Iowa in the 
fall, where she will study English and Theatre. 



Lucy Abbott Deal is the daughter of  Millie and Harmon Deal, and the 

granddaughter of  Harris and Alice Mary Rowe. She graduated from Denison 
University in Granville, Ohio with a Bachelor of  Arts degree in Psychology. Lucy 
played on the women's Big Red varsity tennis team for 4 years while at Denison.   
 

Keaton Hunter is the son of  John and Kelly Hunter. He graduated from Eckerd 

College in St. Petersburg, Florida with a Bachelor of  Arts in Environmental Studies 
and a Minor in Biology. He will be working with Pinellas Community Church and is 
getting married to Camille Harkenrider in September. 
 

Caroline Callaghan is the daughter of  Susie and Barrett Callaghan, and 

granddaughter of  Dr. Jim and Cathy Green. She graduated from Marist High School, 
Chicago and will attend the Kelly School of  Business At Indiana University. 
 

Grace Callaghan is the daughter of  Susie and Barrett Callaghan, and 

granddaughter of  Dr. Jim and Cathy Green. She graduated from Washington 
University, St. Louis. 
 

Anne Elizabeth Glisson is the daughter of  J.D. and Amy Glisson and 

granddaughter of  Jack and Suzie Glisson. She graduated from Parkway West High 
School in Chesterfield Missouri and will attend Missouri State University in Springfield 
Missouri. 
 

Ava Gray is the granddaughter of  Emy Osburn. She is graduating from the 

Madonna Learning Center in Germantown Tennessee. 
 

Charlotte Thomson is the granddaughter of  Emy Osburn. She is graduating 

from Yorktown High School in Arlington Virginia and will attend St. Olaf  College in  
Northfield Minnesota. 
 


